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60th Anniversary Special Edition

Celebrating 60 years of learning at Elfed High School
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commemorate school’s namesake

TO CELEBRATE the e of Dr. Howell Elvet Lewis [Bfed), students and
members of the local community attended a Memorial Service on 10th
December 2013,
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The students of Eifed and members of the community, ncluding Reverend
Martin Batchelor, students of Southdown and Mountain Lane Primary
Schools, Iistenad intently in Theafr Efed and learned about Dr. Howell Elvet
Lewis. The senice was led by Headteacher, Mrs Rosemary Jones, and
delverad by students of Years 10 and 11.
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hat Elfe
years ago, in 1953, less than a month before the school opened in January
1954, Elfed was an independent Minister, a poet and a hymn writer, He
moved to Buckisy in 1880 when he became Minister at St. John's
Congregational Chapel. He lived just across from Elfed High Schoal, in
Hawkesbury Place, and the house still stands foday He wrote many hymns,

despite losing his sight.

Students parformad two of Elffed’s hymns
at the Memorial Service. Brin Sunderland
sang “Lord of Light, Your name
Outshineth™ and Emilie Davies sang
“Cofia’'n Gwlad, Benllywydd Tirion."
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Bfed's life and legacy at the senvice,
sharing his own research of Bfed’s life
and what Bfed means to him.
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The members of the community shared
refeshments and mamories of thair timea
gt Bfed following the service. After the
Memaorial Service, it becams avident as
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Dr. Howell Elvet Lewis: 14th April
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The Memorial Service was just the beginning of a number of celebrations
commemorating sixty years of leaming at Elfied High School.

ﬁ;* Aaron Escsall-Eixen
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Elfed alumni present awards

ELFED'’S 60th Anniversary Presentation Evening was a night to
celebrate students and their incredible achievements.

The event featured a spectacular list of Guests of Honour: Mr . Budd,
Clir. Neville Phillips OBE, Mrs D. Sainsbury, Mr D. Ellis, Mr 1. Colins and
Mr K. Grandfield. The event not only celebrated the students’
achievements but also the 60th Anniversary of Elfed High School.

The Guests of Honour welcomed current and former students of Elfed to
receive their awards. Young people were rewarded with Subject Awards
for Key Stages 3, 4 and 5, G.C.S.E. certificates, School Colours awards
and “Be the best you can be" awards.

There were also performances from current students including Erin
Sunderiand, Year 11, who sang Elfed’s hymn “Lord of Light, Your Name
Outshineth™ and Josh Owens, Year 10, accompanied by his guitar, sang

< g Mr |. Cdllins, Mr D. Ellis, Mr |. Budd and Mr K. Grandfield meet in the
Ed Sheeran's "Small Bump. Dining Room for light refreshments after presenting awards

The positive atmosphere of the Presentation Evening was immense. It
was fantastic to see students recelving awards and former students
speaking about their experiences whilst at Bifed. A comment made by a
school inspector, D. T. I. Davies, in 1963 was highlighted during the
evening. Hiswords are as relevant today as they weme over fifty years
ago:

“Hifed School is to be commended on the way it gives a clear sense of
belonging. The school has not been planted in Buckley by people from
outside It is more fke an oak tree that has grown in the soll made rich
and fertile by the hopes and aspirations of a whole community. The
school can be prowd of being a happy one & is only when children are
happy that they are fit to start learning and expressing themsehes. "

# Three generafions of Efed@ns: Mrs D. Salisbury
ﬁ/ Adlam “'ﬁ‘“ with her mother and daughter
E d . E' f ed Ther are no subjects that are unavailable to a specific gender today; any
matlm at student, boy or girl, can take the subjects that Efed High School has to
ffer.
BETWEEN the 5th January 1954 and 2014, teaching and the standard cag
of education at Elfed has changed and improved greatly. All students had to attend lessons in Maths and English throughout the sixty

years that Bfed has been open, but the students did not have to stay to

gy = “ - mnﬂfﬁgﬂzirfm' take exams. If they found a job, or g-::t.a job offer, they were able to leave, at
e == enrolled. On the oid schoal fifteen years of 9:;&, to go towork. This could have happened before exams
—— L TR 7 e s ; ; had started which meant they would have left school without any
= o r—— J FGEE, W e on dmla?" qualifications. 2014's Year 11 stays in education untll they finish the year.
T TR e d<+—§ at the Open Afternoon, thereisa
e P o _H_ . section in which teachers would One thing that has stayed the same at Effed is the clubs which are available
] v b write the class positions of the to students. There was always a range of sports activiies such as netball,

' i :.._F e . ' students. This would push the football, rugby and hockey. Bifed stil has excellent teams in each of these
— I Ve _‘_,:;_ students to try and move up sporis. Also, music remains as an extracurricular activity, although today the
';"_*l e s fo mapmiaic 0 within their class. Today, thereis  music and instruments that students play are more modem.
= ke B — i3 . Noposiiononte Eporsas  Drama productions performed by students in the past included Pride and
= | . students are not compared with  prajdice, Oliver and Grease. Today, Elfed Youth Theatre prefers
| =—_1 7§ 6ach oher. productions which have been devised by the students.

.~ i e — ~ Lessons were very different as New ways of supporting students have replaced outdated methods of
s Tt 8 wel. There were a lot more correction. Instead of punishing students, methods today help make sure
o et RN lessons in a day SO |esSONSWere  that the students learn from any mistakes and do not make the same error
Bl A b A i el Al much shorter. In the 1950s, again.
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Owerall, teaching was good in 1954 but it is excelent now, and it is always
changing and improving. All students at Bfed High School are lucky to have
access to such outstanding education and a dedicated staff to teach them.
Domestic Scence, Neadlework Elfed High School has always had “Excdllent Learning For Every Day "

and Typewriting for the girls. By Hall ;; i ¥e
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subjects. There were subjects

Mr Brian Roberts’ report from 1954 shows  SUCh as Metalwork, Woodwork
how subjects that are available have and Art for the boys and
changed over the decades
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